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the Transvaal in the event of war. He also, as has been
mentioned, spent vast sums on armaments, and
intrigued with the Dutch in the Gape. In May, 1897,
the somewhat unsatisfactory Sir Hercules Robinson
was replaced as High Commissioner by Sir Alfred
Milner. Before the latter went out to the scene of his
labours a banquet was given in his honour, and
Mr. Chamberlain availed himself of the opportunity
to declare that Great Britain must always remain the
paramount Power, and that it was useless for the Boers
to cherish any dreams of foreign intervention on their
behalf. This was a hint both to Berlin and to the
Boers, but the latter, in the hope of raising the ques-
tion at issue to the international plane, and so of
troubling the waters for their own better fishing,
persisted in demanding foreign arbitration. To this
Mr. Chamberlain replied that in no circumstances
would the British Government tolerate anything of the
sort.

Meanwhile the lot of the Outlanders was going from
bad to worse, and here it may be as well to remove a
misconception which has grown up in the course of
years. The agitation against President Kruger
resulted from real hardship and oppression: that the
latter was sometimes exaggerated, and that the agita-
tion was fanned from without, cannot be denied, but
the grievances had a solid foundation in fact. Nor
were the Outlanders, as has been frequently asserted,
a body of selfish and reckless speculators; on the
contrary, for the most part they were men whose one
desire was to be contented citizens of the Transvaal,
and by their behaviour during the war they gave
ample proof of the sterling qualities they possessed.
The death of one Edgar, who was shot by a Boer